Lithuanian Court of Appeals keeps valid sentence pronounced to Nazi collaborator

  (expanded version)

   
VILNIUS, Jul 04, BNS - The Lithuanian Court of Appeals ruled Friday to keep valid Vilnius district court's ruling pronounced two years back, declaring Algimantas Mykolas Dailide - now a senior citizen - who partook in crimes against Jews, not dangerous to society and pardoning him from a jail sentence.

   
The Lithuanian Prosecutor General's Office requested to have Dailide, 87, sentenced to five years of prison. His lawyer, on the other hand, requested acquittal, as in his opinion there is no evidence justifying that sort of a sentence. Both of the appeals were dismissed.

   
In the opinion of the collegium of the Court of Appeals, the Court of First Instance made a justified ruling pronouncing Dailide as guilty of having persecuted Jews, but pardoning him from a jail sentence as he is no longer dangerous to society, and didn't violate any of the requirements of the criminal process.

   
In reference to results of the prescribed medical expertise and in consideration of the Dailide's changed lifestyle, living environment, state of health, age and the gravity of the crime, judges ruled that the court was right to pardon him from the jail sentence.

   
The Court of Appeals stressed that the Court of First Instance had correctly established Dailide's guilt in persecuting civil persons of Jewish origin and in doing so systematically.

   
The pronounced ruling is not final - both parties can appeal to Lithuania's Supreme Court over a period of three months. Rulings pronounced by the Supreme Court will be final and non-appealable.

   
Dailide's lawyer told the press he will investigate motives of the ruling and decide whether to appeal it.

   
"Dailide is looking forward to being acquitted", he said.

   
Dailide didn't get a chance to hear the court's ruling, as the Lithuanian citizen is now residing in Germany and taking care of his wife, who is experiencing severe health problems.

   
Vilnius district court declared on March 27th of 2006 the former employee of Lithuanian security police as not dangerous to society and pardoned him.

   
Dailide was found guilty of having participated in crimes against Jews in Nazi-occupied Lithuania during WWII, but was pardoned from a jail sentence.

The prosecutors believe that passing of 65 years since the occurrences makes them no less dangerous, and the court should have taken into consideration not the state of health and age of the convict, but of the crime's consequences on the state and society.

   
This ruling was appealed by both parties to the Lithuanian Court of Appeals.

   
In 1941-1944, Dailide worked for the Vilnius district office of Lithuanian security police, a repressive structure controlled by the Nazis.

He claimed at court that he had been just an office clerk, however, according to archival documents; in 1941 he worked as a criminal police inspector and later was a police officer.

   
Historians said that the Lithuanian security police had been subordinate to the German authorities and had indirectly participated in the Jewish genocide, arresting Jewish people and looking for those trying to escape death.

   
According to the act of indictment, he participated in November 1941 arrests of Jewish nationals and arrested two Jews who had escaped from Vilnius ghetto.

   
Dailide has recently lived in Germany, where he was deported from the United States in 2003. In 1950 he arrived in the United States, telling immigration authorities he had worked as a forester during the war. After his role in the Holocaust came to light, a court revoked his US citizenship.

   
About 90 percent of 200,000 Lithuanian Jews were decimated during Nazi rule at the time of WWII. Massive killings started June 24th of 1941.
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